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REPURLIQUE FRAWCAISE

MIMISTERE

DE LA DEFENSE

The Ministry of Defence is one of the main drivers behind the implementation of
national sustainable development policy today. It has a special responsibility in terms
of the environment, particularly in protecting biodiversity. Occupying vast natural areas
sheltered from urbanisation and intensive agriculture, the Ministry of Defence has
become a key player in the conservation of habitats and species that are increasingly
scarce in France.

This biodiversity protection policy is based on a series of partnerships with public
establishments (Office national des foréts, Office national de la chasse et de la faune
sauvage, Conservatoire de |'espace littoral et des rivages lacustres) and NGOs working
in nature conservation (Fédération des conservatoires d’espaces naturels, Ligue de
protection des oiseaux, Union nationale de I'apiculture francaise).

This comic book illustrates the work done by the first European LIFE project carried out
on French military land. Leaving prejudice behind, the military and naturalists have
achieved remarkable results in safeguarding biodiversity while preserving soldiers’
capacity to prepare for operational combat: it's a win-win partnership!

It is an institutional commitment, but also a civic and individual commitment that
motivates these actions. | hope that in reading this comic book, every civilian and military
member of staff at the Ministry will learn about the reasons for their shared investment.
What's more, | hope that people outside the ministry of Defence will understand the
investment of the military beyond their normal duties, working to preserve biodiversity.

Philippe NAVELOT

Director of remembrance, heritage and archives
Senior civil servant for sustainable development at the Ministry of Defence



We zre Lour students, in our Lenal year 3t the Emile Conl scheel in Lyen.

Christelle

We zre :tudgﬂng
ustration and
comic drt.
I

[Thes year, {or our diplomas, -
we were olfered 3 sleaprtly
unusudl project...

Hew... That's glmost &,
lat's ap threugh it 2g3in.

I’ invelved
the military

| and butterdLes,

My name iz Perrine an
I work 2t the Conservitaire,
d espaces naturels
de Bhone-Alpes.

And I'm Serqe; civilan stalyf’
at Lyon High E-am:nj{f /

Or semething,
Ididn't cateh it all.




Welcome to Vourles™, the HQ Lor CEM,
4 baad'm-@ conservition gssocigtion

We gre working with Ferrine
to coordingte the Lirst Eurepean
natural hﬂ:rﬂ’-ﬂgﬂ prﬂj&uﬂ-‘i’-

on French military land.

-._.-—-__.—.._.—--'—--—""_

As you may know, there dre y

2 number of' military training, grounds
in France, covering gimost

But what might net be
so obvious ic that these vist
reserves ol lind are pewﬁ:c—t
FESEriEs {-Er LEMMHH
Se, 25 part oL
the LIFE project..

A5 e po00 hectares!

..Incfudcnﬂ the redson we're here today
2 comic bosk to riaice duwigrerness

of' the importance of' preserving biodiversity

en miltary knd.

the what proget?

LIFE, it's 3 Europein pregramme
Lor punde ervirenmental
pretection projects.

And that's where you come !




-——.___..‘.-'._-___-"--____r
This partnership (s beneficial Lor both parties..
preserving biodiversity can help maintain the bases to dllaw miltary zctivities
F's 3 "win~win' situztion, bisically!

We want you to visit certiin bases
in order to see thinas for yeurselves,

2s you'll be teling your story
in 3 comic!

Se, as I understind i,

——

What abeut hmigﬂ

. .
SISSONNE

We are here!

\

Ny LYON

CHAMBARAN *

The camps
H_j_a viielt
Uh, will T be zble 1o '

3#‘-!?- £ wiith
my Ralian passpert?

ORAMNGE
NIMESs <

CANJUERS
MONT-CALUME

ASPRETTO




CHAMBARAN

This is the Firs’r time we've been on a mi\i’rara baSe, so we're rather SHH and a litte bit nervous...

Wc'rc exPeC']'ing cold and severe \ooks l[\rom Peoy\e.

1 hOPC
'H]C‘dire nO'}‘

V\“na’r are

e 303{13 30in3 to aive me

Prob\ems a\mujr

m'd beard.

But the mee’rina with camp commander CaPJrain :]ean-\:rangois made us fee\ at ease S'}raiahjr away.

1 love this Pro\jec“

1 also \i‘(e the
sound o{‘ Sum[\ire
and 'Hm Smen o?

SUT\POWC‘CY'!

1 love il

PeoP\e will call me
1 remember

<<caPJrain naturalist”.

Ha ha, that's Sreajr!

when 1 arrived
at the base.
The first 'Hﬁna 1 saw

was d Jeer.




The caFJra'm takes us to the shaajrina range

Yo view the '}raininﬂ.

We observe soldiers shoo’ring

in all Posi’riom.

Their exercises seem very unusual,
we cer*ain\a weren 't cXPeC'}ins 1o see a soldier But how

ericLins his qun into the 3r0und! do HmH dim?!




Havina seen the "'rainins, CaPJrain ]ean-\:rangois leaves us
wi‘H1 Perrine i-\rOrn (EN Rhéne-A\Pes.
Norma“g o”-\imi’rs to civi\ians, he's allowed naturalists

to observe nature. This gave us the oworjruniJrH o see
the hidden side 0‘-\ the Chambaran base.

The Biadivershl‘d at the camp
1$ excePJriona\. The studies carried out as Farjr of LIFE reveal
‘H’Nﬂ' 'ere are kb AiH\eren‘]' sPecies 0? Jrasonﬂg around

Hhe Fonds, some o? which are very rare.

But aren’t Hhey
bothered bH Hhe soldiers?

Not at all, they protect them

No chemica\s, no urbanisation..

not even athibian vehicle ']'e&'l’ina.
These 8 Ponds have become refuge habitats

¥0r Hhese SPecieS.

Habitats?

1+'s unusual to be

A habitat is an environment in king i }
working in such vast areas.

Each species and habitat has

its own SFecia\ requiremenh‘

which certain SFeCieS live ’roaeHwer,

and here, Hhere's room

for everaone.

| ‘A
And the grass

needs 'H]e Sun!

SO \Nc'n S‘!‘GH over here

and BOU S‘]‘ald over 'H':ere,

is that oLaB?

lee waJrer ‘CVC\S Cl’]ﬂnae
N 'far too oHen where the grass IS,




Perrine exP\ains Yo us that one of the rare habitats found at Chambaran is athibiOus arass\and.

In this envirOnmemL, we can find some very Jemandina P\anjrs. Amyhibious arass\and needs

pure water with varHing \eve\s, soflr banks, no si\’rina and no JrermP\ina. Soit'sa 300& indicator

the F(Jnd 1S In 3003 health.

And
that's very imParlranJr
as the water from these Pcmcls
?eeds the underarouncl aqui?ers
that the local water

SUPP\H Jraws I[\f‘Om.

LucLﬂH

the miHarH have
quicHH established
a programme

for keePinS this

equi\ibrium:

no chemical Producjrs,

Humans are Jrram?\ina us, bank maintenance,

Look!
In this Fond
you will be sa?e.

Hhe reeds are Jra|\<in3 over and

Hhe silt is bui\dins up...

He's rish’rl coordinated clrainase
and clr'ding out
between the 8 POnds,

imFrovina Hhe water

treatment station...



AmyhibiOus grass, to Survive,
For the time begin,
everH'Hwir\S here

needs JranOWn, Hhat is to say,

chanains water levels.

Jral«:s P\ace n(ﬂ'uranﬂ,
with rainwater cvaPoraJrion.
But it's aood to have
funcjriona\ JH‘«:S for

artificial drawdown..

Hely!
V\/e're drowmnsl

\{Ou never ‘(ﬂOW.

1 don't carel
1 want My roots

'}0 reach ‘HR: waJrer,
1 don't care i%‘ 1 ruP"'ure
‘H\e JH‘«: ar\d

cause d \eaL!

—_ Hely!
M We're JrHinﬂ outl
-y .:-—-J .

So it's imPorJranJr o maintain
the AH\«:S PraFer\H.

As Far‘l’ of LIFE Pra\jcv",
students Jra\<in3 Parlr

in «natural environments and
fauna manaacmcrﬂ"’

1rraining have come to prune

the trees and teim the Aa\ws.

LeJr’s ac‘l' ‘I‘O WOFH

-10-



Their wor‘< he\Ps out Hwe mi\i’rara Jroo,

because it's very use%‘u‘l ?or mainjrainina the base.

NOW, ‘HW SO\(JiCFS FCSU\HF\H mow ‘HW C(JSCS 0{ ‘HW C\CIJFCJ AH‘(CS.




GARRIGUES

Sandrine Keller {rom the

L f Sundicat Mixte des Gerges du Garden,

head of the partnership
with the Garrigues base,

here 2t the bise:
shells and ether munctions.

In recent years,

some buried munitions | .

have started to rise & /7
to the mr&r.:m 2

But rest gsswred, belbre we carry out
any eperatiens, the Em:md is clegred
ot any explosive debris i«y soldiers! _

—

H's not the only kind ol pollution
you can Lnd in the ground.
there dre other chemicils to

The pollution comes trom
:_ fleaal dumping of' waste
L (n seme less -ﬂ-a'guan'tscf dreis.




Condiccts and incomplete srchives mezn

that there is 3 l2ck of 2wareness ol historic polltion.
These d':y:, triining i< centained,

unexploded wunitiens ire recovered

and the greis are reqularly cleaned.

What's more, atter an dccident on site in 2013
the army beaan de—pellcting the land

and researching the history of the base

and mignetic anemdlies in the Eraur}d.

An example of' 2 shell
Lound st the base

R_/

—

—

ﬂmﬁmi:-ﬂwth# site to be Mﬁﬁ{ﬂ.‘-‘#‘pﬂ .
Lor miltary training nd serub cledrance. N

&

e ——

i . L . i " = s "-
T ;ﬂ;-tg_
R : i
The miltary and peeple like Sandrine

requlirly patrel the base, helping us by petnting out
any explosive debris and carrying out preventive werk

Even I find shells
when I go out looking,
Se I try and get the soldiers
to help me search Lor birds!

213



o

Walkers sometimes
verrture ornteo the bﬁss,
gven though theyre net dllowed,

Fesple live areund the sﬂrﬂss L the bascﬂ,
so & cin be hard Lor them
to keep out of the restricted area.

There's ne barriers between
the base and the village,
s glmost their back E:rd'ﬂn.' :

. S
Aot '.;-.‘-5-’.'"'-1‘3&3;' ; *‘:f'?:.'f }
S F G

. Al :
' In order to aveid disturbing

nesting birds of prey,
we've ggreed on 1 security perimeter
that we can't cross during that period.

R's the "Er'e.'sr.l heart
oy Mimes, people are
very gttached teo .

L

Thankpuhfy the soldiers are very
respec:bﬂj .a{:" the 1.9;15.'

I'm glrezdy deing you 2 Lavour
Ey sharing my territory,
you can 3t least gve ms:h:tapm*u’ﬂayf




Indeed, the biase is host

te 3 ringe oL species,
including the Benell's eagle,
the woodlarle and the Dartdord warbler.

Pt
Fellowing the disgppedrince ot bo%
. a

A A
ot these prestiaious edales in +itty yedrs

<)
there dre new just 32 pdirs in France,

seme in the &G3rdon qeraes.

Iy
. Vo i
En.ﬂr'.c: conzider the E-Er‘:u:!_l o+ the lgrk

evier) more melodious thin the ﬂfqhifn%:rc's.
Their current gecline, due to ibandoned ;I%I".-E--\.-:II'E ural priiries

and declining hedgerows, meins the yre under threzt.

5 1l adl - |
Pitcheu means ittle ene in Prevengil.
This wild scrubland bird 3dipts its diet
. ) .
insects in summer, berries the rest ot the ;.Js-.;'r,'

These birds need vast open habitats. These are idedl hunting reis.
Se the military his estzblished 2 partnership with breeders
to miintiin 1 low level mp vegetztion.
Thiz gllewis them to maintiin their training dreds at the sime time.
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- - Werk beagn this summer, but un&r—hnﬂ:&;
To aive Docks better zccess to there wic 2 lot a-{:' rain thic Hﬂr'l
drinking water, 3 liaeen has been built{ military helped us by pumping out the water.
1 sort ol basin Lor .:'H:r:.Ir:MS rainwaterd.
Wild animals glse use &t!
’ il bl .

L]

R's 3 stone structure covered with edrth
that's ! A redl rabbit gpartment!

Rabbits are 3 key link in the +bod chain
in our serubland. As numbers -ﬂdﬂ',
we're re=intreducing them,
Dver here, we're bullding 3 warren..

e

We are phnning te crezte Lood plots, squires on which we cin leave
butcher's of¥buts and carcasses Lor wiltures and kites. These zre resl
eavenaing birds oL prey, nitural renderers,

—
o 8

But LIFE's main actovity on
\the base is still ground clearance.

o e,

16 -



-

Belore the milttary arrived in the 1870%,
the base wis open to shepherds
and reqularly maintained 25 1 result,

H

Serub (s 2 cencern, —l-]
35 & neredses the risk of ﬂ'u-i.ir/

s | I

»  When & wic clogsed n-{:"-ﬂ,

Serub clearance helps us

to reduce this kind of rick,

The town borders on the camp, #'s 3 question
ol protecting the pepulgtion.

e ———,

i

Frem 3 naturalists peint oL view,
tt's gredt Lor biodiversity..

Do they gluays

R's the &rs‘ r) I:rﬂ.w].‘ i,
egt thiz much! E

They need to build
their strength !

oz 2 {j.'b.r‘aur:H:: environment
Lor birds and plants 3t the base.

: % rogst beel J '
ﬂ::y'thm!fam}n‘#rﬂﬂ”ﬂadwmﬁm

and kel 3 Lreld
R i i ot potatoes ire egting this well 3¢ Canuers. ..

17



CANJUERS

ToJaB the soldiers are Jrak'mg Far’r . . 1 look like
n \NOF‘(ShOFS. HCFC, Pu‘]’ on 'H1€ edr (JC?CH(JCFS I[\OF . V\]{:te OOMOUSCI
‘]‘he *arae‘]' session. TheH Pr(r“er" your edrdrums. X 4 .

i

A ! - prend |

leader at CEN PACA. CaPJrain O\ivier,

\ _]_
ene, SecTion

' i

Enviconmental Ofﬁcer at the Can\jucrs base.

e

Here HOU can See

|
i a ']'rainins sequence for combat shoo’rina.

This is a wor\<s|noP on

ficst aid Jurinﬁ combat.

HCFC HOU can See

in?an-!'rH armoured combat vehicle Jrrainiﬁg.

_18-



Arrgh...
EverHJrhing's \']usjr 1 didn't say You 3eJr used
too big here... 3 anHHﬂn. to it

/

Well 1'd like to visit

the armoured turret!

- —

r;-"i. .--V-\]ow, it ?ee\s M«: 1 TI ’
L__ we re inLccsh‘,F!) \ e
A

.FL TS 3 - = -

219



In the LubH Sechor,farmer munitions ‘
destruction areas have formed Poa\s. ‘B COnJrrarH o what you migh’r think,
- " L of these little "'emrararH shallow POan
add real Jiversiﬂ] Yo the

rather Jr'd environment {:ound elsewhere

s

in the camp...

p

So, %‘or examF\c,

AF

A shoo’rins range will soon be built in this area.

a low level construction

V\]c've been working on Jeve\oPina

Hhese new 1‘rain‘m3 areds in dccordance would block the flow

with the conﬁgurm‘ion of this wetland

. [} of 'Hw $+reams. :
e rE R el

i

/
"Q” ‘ "‘w'é

V\]a%r \NauH havc accumu\a*ed,
which is not beneficial

fcr 'H]C baSe or {'\OF us.

A large swamp\and area 0N :

wouH uPSe} Hw ba\ance

1 was +a”<in3 about.



ﬂ]ere are

14 native sFecies

in the LubH area.

-o—-'-_-__—-—____-..-‘\
Yes, this concerns all of the Prolrecjr;,

endanaered and rare SFecies.

And sometimes even other sPecies

that may be of scientific interest

The southern grey Shri‘(c

The Sianjr s’reFPe srasshoPFer

The common Pars\eH fros

2217 -



i

—

[T B RN W e - R
the Ma\aﬂ mountain that surrounds "o §H i« '
this oFermLiona\ base is very JrH. = .

This is
very in’reresjring 1o us as .

| it is hame to COMF\C']'C‘H differen+ sFecies,

such as 'H1e Orsini viFer,

anoH\er endanaered sPecies‘

T
1 \ike My soH colours
in the sun\igH. )

HCrC \NC'rC \C*\']' a‘OHC,

no neighbcurs,

it's Hhe 3003 \ife!

oL



s not {\or no’rlnina e
'Hm“' We‘re

the \araes% base in EuroFe!

1 wasn't exPec’rinS $0 much spagce,
0 much achiviJrH.

SOMC Cam?s have seen

- hrnd Hheir achiviJnd Incredse,
ojrlners have fanen out of use. —ry sk _ - P

o *

L‘. . Mont-Caume, for examF\e, hﬂ:"‘ — % '
e, where the CEN PACA takes *\un Far',' 1;;‘ . -

in mainjrainins the base.




MONT-CAUME

Over 'H1ere, you can see

the formcr mi\i’rarH installations

at Mont-Caume.

HOW comne 'H1erc are

no more soldiers at this site?

The site has seen no S'}r(ﬂeaic use

since the end of the Second War\d War.

Murie\, do H\ea know

that we're on a mimarﬂ sitel

Hello,
nice Jag for a Wd“(, isn't 7

s there is no more mi\ijrarg ac*ivi}ﬂ,
civilians are allowed 1o enter

without ¥orma\ Permission.

Since there's no risk af exF\osiOns on the siJre,
Here's no Janser o civilians. But this maJor human presence
causes Prob\ems for local biodiversi’ra.

At the same ‘hme, 1 can see whH 'HwH come,
it's a \ove\H F\ace for wa\king. Look at that view!

= e T =

The LIFE Pro\jcc’r aims to auide visitors a\ong PaHns ¥
Murie!, from CEN PACA in order to avoid JrramP\ing natural areas.




Our Parjrnerslniy with the mi\ijrarH allows us
to rehabilitate former bui\dings like this casemate*..
14 would be a Ferfecjr hibernation loft for bats!

Yes, but they only come 4o hunt.
The bui\ding is too busH for Jrhem, the breeze block .
wall has even been broken. This asijrajri(ln Prevenjrs them Wha+ are gou damﬂ?
fro:n rePrOJucina and hibernajrina. To start with, we need
‘}0 C\OSe OH\ access '1*0 H}e casemajre
with somejrlnina more solid

'Hmn breele MOCL wa\\s.

This Jrime,
thanks to fundins Ifrom UFE

we've managed Yo build

But we do everHHwing we can

“’0 he\}) 'me SC‘H"C {'\OF \Oﬂser!

a wall in reinforced concretel

s a radical so\ujr'mn, cerjrain\H not one we use eveerhere.

On\H the most sensitive buiHinsS are closed OH
r r

The erae o‘f closure JeFends on the con{\isurajrion N ‘q' i
of the bui\dina, tHhe dimension 0? Hhe OFcninas J

and the sFecies of bat Fresen’r \ocanH.
.. 1‘ .! - - —

SOrne can'Jr 33'} 'Hwough

iff Hhe hole isn't \arae eneualnl J

.25



But won't the mi\i’rarH be needing

Hhe base again sooner or later?

In 'HweorH, no.

As Parjr o{‘ LIFE, the CEN is currenHH n clnarae
of the eco\oaica\ manasemenjr of the Mont-Caume site.
Thanks 1o the Far’rnerslnip with the army,
we have authorisation and ?unding to convert

?ormer mi\i’rarH bui\dings for use bH bats.

And there's a chance that
the Minisjrr\d a¥ De?ence will sive up this site.

1 heard that the CEN and the army

are Wor\(ing on dn aareemerﬂ' fcr mi\i"'arH land
of eco\csica\ interest +o be handed over

to SPeCia\iS‘,'s.

Tlnajr's VCFH 800(] OI[\ ‘H’]le

226 -



L11.. 111 L11..

And in the connec’ring corridors,

. 1 .
|+ N much wdarmer in summer

which is ideal fcr the nurSerHl

s quie#er }ool

This casemate is dark, cold and Jamy,
Ferfecjr for hibernation.. 4
And there's no Jraush-}s! These little ones

neecl '}'0 LCCF \Narm!

But WhH don't Jrth hiberna*e here
where it's warmer? 1{‘ it's oo |nojr,
Jr|n<:3 can't slow down their metabolisms

and start hibernation...

V\/ow, is it a\waHs His winJH herer? v e
Ha-ha, it's PreHH common

Siven how hish up We are!




ORANGE

The Mistral welcomes us in its own way Yo the 115 air base in Orange.

s it a\wags
like this?
1} would drive me
crazy!

Wc‘re 30in3 o \OOL at the nests
of \arac birds roosjrina on the base... M

Mirage 2000 fighter jet




Fennec he\icoPJrer

—
L=

Hello,

would you like

to g0 inside?

'-f T RLALEY {- W ._"T NS
. W 0 ORI u"t-.-
|_|.;' i '_"'l"|||".|"|
. ¥ iy Wi .

AS soon as

Our PrinciPa\

we sejr an alert from
-Hm Mount Verdun detection

and control centre in LHOn,

mission is to

ensure ‘H]C FCGCC
and SecuriJrH

0{} ‘H‘\e \OCG‘
FOFu\aJrion.

we re readg Yo take OH nd
fcw minutes. Wc're a team:
Fwo Pi\o+s, Hhe team leader

and Jrhe air commando.

Air Commando
Team caF'}ains




1f the detection and control centre in LHOn detects an aircra” without a unidentified ﬂusH Pa'H1 on their radar screens,
that H"’H can't communicate wi’rh, we take aH immedia']'e\g to inves’riaa’re whether the aircra}"r 1S In Jislrress,
has a technical Prab\cm, or $0me'H1in3 else. Wc catch up with it quicHH and we then Sive Hhe order Yo communicate

ba radio or iNluminated sign.

MOS"' oHen

there is a technical Prob\em
and we acc0mFan3 'Hw F\ane
to Hhe nearest airFarJr o allow it

Yo land in fun safeJrH.

Our aim is also to injrercePJr

CAW
o AW

any hostile aircraf’r aHemFJr'mS
Yo carry out terrorist activities

on French soil.



s Hhe bird scarer.
14 is used on the runways

to LeeP birds away.

&

The Fi\o% exF\ains Yo us

that birds are very Janaemus

to the machinerH.

With the power of ﬂiSH,

the \araesjr birds can shatter windows...
And in the case of F\anes,

HmH can 3e+ into the enaines

and cause huge damage,

sometimes even a crash.

1§ that doesn' work,
we use the sound of Sum[\ire as a last resort,
but we +r8 and avoid this if Possib‘le
s0 as not to disturb the bustards.

We patrol all day lon
reProducms the Jnsjrress calls af Hmajr sPecies

or ‘Hw souncjs 0{" PFCJG"'O!’S...

= — =

- e

...

i

-31-



The Little Bustard

The bustard is an endanaered
and Fro+cc+ec‘ chcies and H1e air base

is their on\H ne$+in3 area in the resion.

Theg Jra|<e refuae herc- | T~

Jurins Hhe hun+in3 season.

The bustard is also a Janaer i{‘ it takes oH‘ in the Pa’rh of aircrafjr.

That's why the bird scarer drives them away from the runway before each landing.

But the JiH:crencc from other birds, which Panic and HH oH‘ unFreJichaMH,

is that bustards take shelter in the \ons grass next to the runway and Jrth don't move.

Panic over!




The CEN PACA and the mi\i"'arH base

have ?ouncj a way around this:

'Hmd let a farmer cultivate certain P\O“'S
for free, using a precise aaricu\’rura\ ch\e.
They plant Yall alfalfa, where the bustards
can rest quic‘HH without Fosina a danaer
Yo aviation. The other birds,

Preferr'ms bare Sround, 90 elsewhere.

s a win-win situation:
PrcSerVinS a SFccies under threat
and reducin3 the risk of collisions!

L&
‘:hélx_}‘b_ Fa Tl

—a

AT
' | 3 L] ; B

No! The alfalfa

is too hish!

We should
se"' OU"' 0‘[\ here!




ASPRETTO

So our missions

1n addition to Jrhe naval btJSe,

ASPfC‘H’O covers d ranae

are quijre varied.

of Pub\ic services.

We maH be Caﬂed
upon for acts of pirdcy,

Fonujrior\ c\ean-up OPera"'iOnS,

?ar’ricu\ar\g at the base,

?or missions to Figh’r Jrerrorism,

and even to he\F with eroPovers for some

o_f the \arsesjr vessels in the French fleet.
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i""- 3 - < :
- & That's a lot of work! L : i

A least your SurrOunJinﬂs

dre qui“'e... la

Indeed,
HweH draw qui’re a few
PCOP\C here...

There's
'Hw reS'}auran'}.

And here...

...and here 1 cdn See

and boat rentals where
the large boathouse

are over Jrhere...

They won't oL
the army 1S visi\anjr, __ \ aelr nedr our J'dke '

and France's last

HCH 8uH$|

Audoin's Gull co\ong

lives here.

. ,..xl

3
: Hﬂ.df '_._.,:? !

¥ !

=
Y
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| g -Yes, ‘HWH \il«: o S‘]‘ick ‘]’oaeer.

The restoration of the JH\«: as FarJr o? Hhe
L1Ft Frodecjr has allowed the reFroJchrian areas

‘]’0 be exFancJed.

-H]egvre "'lﬁh“ﬂ Fac‘(ed :
over therel 1+'s a bit 0dd
'Hmjr 'HwH'vc ChOSen a J‘dkc £, !
Gilles and Jessica fram CEN Corsica.

.Be;nard fro:n DREAL Corsica.

e g |

Wsa ring.

4 lets us iden*ifﬂ Hem.

And thanks to

the National Marine

profected boundary,
‘H]CH haVC ca\m.

Ahhhh, okaH!
And what's that thing
on their ?ecjr?
| RSP

Then we can monitor their reProdchrion.
There are increasing numbers of birds ha’rching at AsPreHo: 45 in 2014
That's a real success! Wijrh his rina and GPS sHerems,
we can also monitor their movements. We know that the auns

seek Heir food in the bags of Adaccio, ProPriano and Porto.

In 101, during nesting season, one female we Yracked with GPS
made it o Sardinia, over 100km away| You can also see
that some birds travel as far as Morocco and SFain
during autumn and win-}er, and o Ha\H in the sPrina.
Some have even made it 1o Senesa“
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Al There's a rea“g bi3 one
in the middle 'H1ere, it's not like
the others...

Ws an oPPorJrunieric sPecies that lives o{‘f the waste
l[‘rom the fown and its wrroundinas. 1} settles one month

before the Audoin's suns and takes over Hhe site.

Yes, that's a yellow-legaed gull,
you could call it +he «naerH» 3““‘

Give me your

snack kid.

Ar"ion 1S beina "'akcn
Yo restrict Jrhe PoFu\aJrian.

Fimd" - —
| FoPu\aJrion 1S c\osa\a monitored bH DRU\L, CEN Corsica
and the ONCFS. That's whg the navy and naturalists are workina Jrosejrher

Yo ensure that this last co\onH is maintained.

The Jeve\oFina Audoin's Su\




SISSOMNE

So 1imagine that this is a bit different
from Hhe other '}raining Viuages Hou've visited!

A fown of 120 hectares,
it's huaeu

ﬁ —§ gy o SRS _
- v The others are rea\\ﬂ a lot smaller

in comparison and date from another era.

Lieutenant-colone! DOminique,

This is like a real ciJrH!

second in command at the Sissonne base.

There are no other camps EverH road is a nod o those

who Yook Far’r n bui\din3 it

This is mine: 4rue du Pe’ri’r Cardon! '

Do you think it's a commdcnce “ "-l l' ’F.

Hhat can offer Jrraining in an

urban environment on this scale.

-.:‘; ]eoffrewurjr 1S
the \argeswL combaHraining

'-._Jrhajr the cafe is on this errceJr?

o

town in EuroPe!

——-'

ThCFC‘S even

a Pc’rro\ station! . A bakergl

P — = F
Aﬂd even

a \ingerie ShoP! Ha-ha!



On sinLe, Hhe manoeuvres are exF\ained Yo us. The simulation also allows you

Ever‘d soldier has simulation sensors to 330\000"'&: «F\aHers» and to map the eﬁecjrs

that are activated when Jr|nc:3're hit. of Wedpons on the bui\dinas.

s a bit like laser quesH He's going Yo hit a barrier

if he carries on in that direction.

VCth es and bUI\AW\SS are G\SO CQUIPFe(J ancl can reProduce

‘H]C eH\eC‘} 0 Sun{‘lre 0 rccrealre 504"" € COn(J 1[|0n$

There is even a team Of «baddies” on the other Side,
FORAD (OPFosing Force), who reFresemL the enemy.
| Theg are dressed in black.

_ A
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’ LOO‘( ‘HNS SUH S 30!!‘\8 "‘0 break JOWI‘\

P I1 |,' 'Hw barrier and mavdbe

h"' a GMPPOS% “'00.

-

WO\N H]G"’ N Cfle

i_%" e\

\{Ou on\H need +0 \oaL OH' Hw FOS"'S

"'0 36‘]’ HOUF anSWer!

|

Oh hi l.o‘l'c, 300& ‘1‘imin8, we ve finished the tour b .'_H |
of mi\i’rara aclrivijries, could you SPeak o them | l
about biadiversiJrH at the base?

_—
¥ )
= 3 20§ L]

Do 1 tell them about the shrimF?

!

=

& =
'_'__r'ﬂ-'.-:-'_-‘-

#1n real \ifc there's no reversing Siana“ x

Wha‘} The ShrimF.? Here??

Bulr \Ne're no-where nedr ‘Hw Sea!

s truel The constant tank traffic And we noticed Hhat
ends a di%ing +°'“P°rar8 Fonds'“ Here's a 'l'imd SPecies of ShrimP \ivins Here!

Branchiyus schaefferi, oH\iciaHH,
but «fairg shrimF»

is easier to remember!

l.o'\'c, section leader

at (EN Picard;;
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Also near the town
we ve found one of Hhe \araesjr ?oFu\aJrions

of wood anemones in EuroFc!

But.. Is that not
where the tanks q0 for Heir exercises?

We

-

like a bit of risk!, f

5

— Where the flowers are

B That's true, ini"'iaﬂ'd we tried o harvest
|. 'Hw Seeds '}'0 F\an'} 'Hmem e\Sewhere.
. Bub it didn'h really work as well as planned.

WIH danemone

Heloll 14 cather =N
be +rampled by a tank

bhan shay herell 2 ‘f'

So we built <<&\ences»,
mounds of earth that Suide the combat vehicles
Jurin3 the exercises!

And it works! Since last year,

we've noticed a arcaHH reduced imFach

’from Hhe Fassina Jromks on these flowers!

\Nha""s more, 'H]C {CﬂCeS are nowW

?unH in‘,'eara+ed into the \andscaPe.




——— I S

—

-

7 We implement an achion plan with the soldiers
© {0 ensure the cco\osica\ manascmcnjr of the rest of the base.

'H We haVc a restoration programme ?or Jrhe overgrown c\earinSS/

S and maintaining the pastures. -
f--_-d__ : !_—_hq_-.-ﬂ““ o : e The dried- __;_.
Exachly Thi progeamme has boan N7 restore the dricdrup grase?
I."' Par’ria“g funded bH the Defence Minis’rra's Fund A\ - _'-I Y
\ fcr Environmental Action. We are curren’r\g | H___,_f——_ —— I
pursuing this Par’rnershiP with farmers. I.flll ] ARl This allows us to preserve q_h\‘x_
e —— = S _,-—"'-I | the SFecies o? flora and fauna that are ']'HPica\:
| lkxd'o 'HmSe dareds, Such as 'Hm waod ancmone._.";
.:. q'“-—..___‘ o - __._Hda—'"
¥ & /
= (i
1 p

ra That's Jrrue, and it's one less Hﬂna for us +o do to
K maintain the base. Scrub clearance reduces the risk 0? fices. |
~ s a win-win situation! -
.-'"---.-__- We have heavg hooves, . =
$0 he\FinS with scrub clearance :u

b
e

bH Jrram})\ina shrubs 1§ edsy ¥or us.

-— —

i A

-

[ - Mmm, a young shoot! = 3

e .

—

Me on 'Hu: O'Hmr hand,

1 Frefer main']'ainin3 exisw‘ing PaS"'urcS.




— —_ ——

In the old Jags, Fro+ccjrin3 Hhe environment

wasn't reanH My Hﬂna. But since 1've been working |

ab the CEN, Hhat's all changed!

/A We're really pleased
k'Hm"' ‘Hw sheeP are mam}amma 'Hw AroP lone. J'I

I
|l

| e———

4 1maaine if Hou had ‘1‘0
1 land in the scrub




ELSEWHERE IN FRANCE

R "

The parinerskip relies on the credtion
: |I.ll ]
and maintenince ot mutual trust
between the miltary 2nd naturalicts,

Thiz ivelves 4 ot humin relitionships,

and sometimes aees r'r--:e:',-md .

1 . ,
It the pirtnership works,

‘'z beciuse parties en both sides
are motivated and werking nteligently.

-
The (deid +or the N:.-'}Es*ir-:,- {5
1o Ec:ﬂ-c:-pr."t -pr'-r-vm the technicd] knew—how
at the CEM o srder to preserve

biodiveredy 2t our 45;5-::5!

\ Stanislas,

deputy properiy
inad enirenment directer
at the Nir}is‘f:r'_'_r,- n-!l-ﬁ' Ec:-ﬂ!:f}.::.s

T —— I R
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Local parinerships use the services oL pro&s.:iwl:[:
to keep the Defence ministry infbrmed sbout envirenmental conservation.
They inétially beaan werking together in the 19%2s 3t the Valbonne base
in the Ain depirtement, 3 "test site', so to speik

Mere than Ser sheep
have been brought here
to avoid the dry grissiands

Ko becoming evergrewn!
*?-—-..
We are 3t the origin Lastly, the mditary and naturdlists
n-p the natienal between share the same concerns!
the Ministry of' Defence and - J—
the Federgtion of Conservitionists Z( -

signed in 209!

Pne aroup wints to pretect
the national territery, and the other wants
to pretect the plants and animils & centiins.
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are beneficial to both parties..
You will have zeen thic

during yeur read trip. j/

The fetisns we earry out -tnge-th:r )

Indeed! And what about
the Llture of the partnership?

.-—-'-_-___'\__________-h'n-._

The projget will carry ony

we gre committed to working

K {or the European Commission
to pursue the censervition

od biodiversity st these bases.

And what have you learned
from thes sxpgrmmj')

And you get seme Lresh i,
¢ must have mide 4 chinge
Lrom your drawing tables!

We discovered 1 werld we didn't
knew existed, we met loads of' people..
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This comic book has been created as part of the European Life
Défense Nature 2 Mil project. In order to achieve a better balance
between biodiversity conservation and the military base use,
the project has carried out activities that demonstrate a return to
conservation status of endangered species and scarce natural
environments. Four sites have taken part in these trials: The Aspretto
naval base (Corsica), Chambaran camp (Dréme and Isére),
Garrigues camp (Gard) and Mont-Caume (Var).

Find out more: www.lifeterrainsmilitaires.fr

We would like to give our warmest thanks to everyone who met with our artists / reporters.

Mission Orchis militaris
published by CEN Rhéne-Alpes
Maison Forte

2 rue des Valliéres

69390 Vourles

Tél. 04 72 31 84 50

defense
-
www.cen-rhonealpes.fr A E m Il

ISBN 978-2-37170-008-6

‘ TERRAINS MILITAIRES
Publication date: September 2015 & BIDDIVERSITE

life

Creation
Rozenn Grosjean, Christelle Pourrot, Maud Bihan et Nicola Bernardelli (école Emile Cohl - Lyon)

Art and script
Olivier Jouvray

Project coordination
Perrine Paris-Sidibé, Serge Payan et Pascal Faverot

Assistance in creating this comic book: Jean Grosson, Bernard Recorbet, Sandrine Keller, Damien
Bruni, Lieutenant-colonel Eric, Loic Léglise, Lieutenant-colonel Dominique, Fabienne Viennot, Pascal
Tartary, Elisabeth Favre, Corine Trentin, Capitaine Jean-Francois, Gilles Blanc, Muriel Gervais,
Lieutenant Héloise, Christian Pizzut, Mathieu Juton, Héléne Camoin, Antoine Catard, Gilles Faggio,
Jessica Charrier, Lieutenant Olivier, Lieutenant de vaisseau Marc-Eugéne

English translation : A.D.T. International

Printed on 100% recycled paper, FSC certified by a PEFC - imprim‘vert certified printer
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The Emile Cohl school specialises in teaching art and has trained
almost 2,000 professional contemporary artists over the past 30
years, including many famous names from the worlds of animation,
video games and comics.

As the only establishment in the Lyon region offering professional
training in comic book design, the Emile Cohl school strongly
believes in developing its links with the local artistic fraternity through
collaborations with festivals, writers’ workshops and businesses.

In the lllustration and Comic art strand, the Emile Cohl school offers
students at the end of their training the possibility of gaining a part
of their diploma by making their skills as illustrators available to local
companies and institutions for media projects. This has led to groups
of students working on problems of land development, immigration
and the environment, in the case of the «Mission Orchis Militaris»
comic book.

Each year, the Emile Cohl school looks for professional partners in
the region to support shared projects.

Olivier Jouvray
Scriptwriter and lecturer in comic art af
the Emile Cohl school.

Maud Bihan

I've always liked telling stories.
But very soon, ideas and words were
not enough. When | left secondary
school, | came to the Emile Cohl
school where | spread my wings with
illustration and children’s comics.

mavudbihan-illustration.jimdo.com

Born in Verona, ltaly, | studied
literature before coming to the
Emile Cohl school. | work in two
main disciplines: engraving and
colour pencil.

bernardelli.jimdo.com

Rozenn Grosjean Christelle Pourrot

After a BA in English Lliterature,
| turned o illustration and comics.
| like working in black and white,
ink and pencil and to experiment
with different techniques: linocut,
dotwork. ..

ellea-bird.com

Having met an illustrator who
showed my what their job was
about, | decided to focus on
design. Nature is my main source
of inspiration it enriches the
dreamlike world of my illustrations.
rozenn-illustration.jimdo.com
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Orchis Militaris is an orchid that can be found on the dry
slopes of prairies such as those found at the Valbonne camp.
The natural evolution of the species has gradually led to
its flower taking on the form of a human wearing a helmet.

This had led to scientists giving it the name Orchis Militaris.

Comic book funded by:

.
47, Conservataire
d'espaces naturels




