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The LIFE NaturArmy

Project location : France
Project duration : 01/09/2019 - 30/06/2024
Total budget : 2 683 507 €

The project financiers

European Union - LIFE

French Ministry of the Armed Forces
French Ministry of Ecology

French Biodiversity Agency

The project pilots

French Ministry of the Armed Forces- coordinator
Federation of Conservancies of Natural Areas

(in French : « Fédération des Conservatoires d’espaces
naturels (FCEN) ») - co-pilot

The project partners

CEN Champagne-Ardenne

CEN Nouvelle-Aquitaine

CEN Pays de la Loire

CEN Loir-et-Cher

CEN Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur
CEN Lorraine

CEN Alsace

CEN Franche-Comté

National Museum of Natural History
University of Western Brittany (UBO)

Ui30

Université de Bretagne Occidentale




The Ministry of the Armed Forces is the leading user of the

French government's public land estate, with 275,000 hectares of W " 0
military land for the training of the armed forces. This land, to ‘

which access is restricted, has been preserved from the main T|:|JJE MAIN TEST SITES ARE SPREAD TROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE
threats to the landscape (urbanization, industrialization, intensive FRENCH MAINLAND TERRITORY.

agriculture, etc.) and boasts exceptional biodiversity. This wealth
of flora and fauna is recognized at both national and European
level: 200,000 ha are included in a biodiversity protection zone,
of which over 44,000 ha have been integrated into the European

Natura 2000 network. Camp de Moronvilliers
Académie Camp de Suippes
Ecole Navale militaire de Camp de Mourmelon B Hig
To reconcile operational activities and the preservation of biodi- O] g:::q%an @ camp de Mailly
versity, the Ministry of the Armed Forces relies on its chain of Champdetir© ® (@)Campcl AvTo0)s
.. . . . du Lines-Plouhinec
command to mobilize its r-\etwork of internal skills as well as ex- Camp de la Torpille @ Ot
ternal ecological partnershlps. Camp de Fontevraud Champs de manceuvre

& e des Hauts de Terrefort et du Breil
amp d'Avon
. @® @campde
@ Montmorillon
BA 721 de Rochefort

The partnerships deployed between the Ministry of the Armed
Forces and the network of Conservatoires d'espaces naturels

h.ave enabled the implementation of 3 ambitious LIFE projects A 120 Casayy (@ BA106 de Merignac A,
since 2012: DGAEV (@) Plan de Dieu
@ @stedenrax G _
LIFE Défense Nature 2mil (2012-2017) at regional level and C::’gg;?ef,'; ® (@) (Camp de Canjuers
LIFE La Valbonne (2019-2026) at local level; Camp des Garrigues 2 .-
. Salon-de-Provence
LIFE NaturArmy (2019-2024): this Governance and Informa-
tion LIFE project supports the Ministry of the Armed Forces
growing commitment to biodiversity at national level.
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The LIFE NaturArmy objectives

Based local experiments, the ambition of the LIFE NaturArmy project is :

© Toreach an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields by developing a ministe-
rial strategy to preserve biodiversity

© To demonstrate the French Ministry of the Armed Forces role among biodiversity stakeholders in
France and Europe

The successes of the LIFE NaturArmy project are based on
work carried out at different scales:

€ Local or regional experiments carried out in part-
nership with the Armed Forces, ecological partners bz .
(CENs) and scientists (UBO) involved in the project

€ Procedures, tools and governance deployed nation-
wide

: . e . g G W Fielchvisit of the Bussac-Bedenac
Integrated in 2021 into the ministerial strategy for fl camp during the LIFEfinal semi-

preserving biodiversity by 2030 S . & nar - May 2024 @FCEN
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Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

A partnership with the research community

J

In order to characterize the ecological specificities of Natura 2000 military

sites, the Université de Bretagne Occidentale (UBO) has written a 4-year o T
. . " ™ DoCTORA
thesis based on 3 lines of research: the study of landscapes, communities shETaO :ffffl':f
TIONS

and the conservation status of habitats.

€ The results show that the conservation status of the habitats studied
is generally better on military fields, with variations depending on

ecological context, use (military or civilian) and natural habitats. LUNIVERS A
DEBRETAGNE oceip #

€ The study confirmed the hypothesis of the role of military land in
biodiversity conservation. The levels of disturbance enable a diversi-
ty of natural habitats and is beneficial to the species and habitats

present.
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tion” (Caudal, P. 2023) or « Ecological specificities of military sites in the P e e, Bt o
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Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

Acquiring and structuring biodiversity data for better operational planning

LIFE NaturArmy enabled the deploy-
ment of a vast naturalist survey cam-
paign led by the Conservancies of natu-
ral areas and the University of Western
Brittany : over 35,300 naturalist data
collected on pilot and testing sites &
more than 10,212 ha surveyed.

Naturalist inventory@Y.Chapelain

In order to make standardized data available, and
with the aim of remobilizing and valorizing them, the
Ministry of the Armed Forces and the Muséum Na-
tional d'Histoire Naturelle (MNHN) have drawn up a
guide to acquiring biodiversity data. This guide was
produced as part of a partnership initiated in 2019 with MNHN's Patri-
Nat Unit and tested on data collected by Conservancies on 19 sites of
the LIFE project. These initial tests have enabled the guide to be im-
proved. The data integrated into the dedicated platforms contribute
to enriching knowledge at regional, national and global levels.

(X5
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NATURELE§

Some of these data have also been used to feed 11 National or Regio-
nal Action Plans (PNA/PRA).

AN
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These data contributed to the development of the cartographic model created as
part of the project.

This cartographic tool integrating biodiversity challenges was developed by the
French Ministry of Defence in collaboration with several conservatories. It compiles
information on site activities, protected area perimeters and inventory data.

Species data have been enhanced using a number of MNHN resources, making it
possible to associate a challenge linked notably to a protection status. This tool
also makes it easier for military operators to understand the biodiversity chal-
lenges.

Ecological management plans, financed as part of the ministerial biodiversity pre-
servation strategy, will consolidate this model, in particular with information on
sites management.

Naturalist data acquisition guide

9
9 ((PariN
;:ESAIM £S @RAT" erorew.

ACQUISITION DE DONNEES NATURALISTES SUR LES
‘TERRAINS MILITAIRES

Guide pour 'acquisition de données
naturalistes sur les terrains militaires
dans le cadre d’¢tudes non
réglementaires

i partenaires
1. Gulleo . Faurmer ¢, & L

JDD1-Habitats-PSC
JDD2-Especes-floristiques
JDD3-Espece-Orchis

i . JDD4-Especes-faunistiques
fm— °] 0_Exemple3_Lisez-moi.pptx
5] CA-Effet-paturage-sur-PSC.docx




Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

The Natura 2000 objectives documents and management plans

The Natura 2000 objectives documents
(DOCOB) for the Suippes and Avon camps
have been enriched to better coordinate
military activities and Natura 2000 objec-
tives, and to ensure that they are taken on
board by the military authorities.

In addition, management documents com-
patible with military activities have been
drawn up for certain sites. These tools
make it possible to efficiently plan the eco-
logical management of military sites, inclu-
ding those partially included in the Natura
2000 network:

O 6 management plans (BA 273 de Ro-
morantin, Auvours, Fontevraud, Hauts
de Terrefort, BA 115 Orange et Plan de

© Dieu, Aglanet)

O 1 management notice (Breil)

Natura 2000 objectives
document of the Suippes
military camp

Contribution on a national scale:

The new Natura 2000 documents and manage-
ment plans drawn up by the Conservatories have
been produced in accordance with the national 1
methodology of the French Biodiversity Agency
(OFB in French), called Cahier Technique 88 (CT88).
The associated feedback will contribute to the
OFB's work on improving the management of pro-
tected areas. Future ecological management plans
financed as part of the ministerial strategy to pre-
serve biodiversity will be deployed using this
methodology as their preferred method.

Savart de Suippes ©CEN NA/A.BERTONI



Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Improved application of environmental regulations

94 projects and activities on training areas have been supported by the
Conservancies to improve the application of regulations, representing
more than 1,500 ha surveyed.

The general recommendations resulting from this feedback are ap-
pended to the “Military Land & Biodiversity” guide. The guide now in-
cludes 40 sheets, 14 of which are dedicated to Natura 2000, and has
been updated in line with the latest regulatory developments. The
specifics of applying regulations on military land are described in sum-
mary form and in flowcharts.

As part of its development projects, the French Ministry of the Armed
Forces must avoid, reduce and sometimes compensate for the impact
of its developments on military land, also known as the mitigation hie-
rarchy. An assessment of the application of this hierarchy on these sites
was carried out during the LIFE NaturArmy project.

A specific sheet was added to the guide, and a
note of recommendations on the implementa-
tion of this hierarchy was drafted.

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

Example of achievement:

On the Montmorillon camp:

The Conservancy of Nouvelle-Aquitaine has drawn up re-
commendations for avoiding and reducing impacts on biodi-
versity during construction projects.

Guide Terrains militaires & Biodiversité

Guide Terrains militaires & Biodiversité

Fiche 16 Les activités soumises 4 évaluation des incidences Natura 2000
Fiche 1.6 : Les activités soumises 3 évaluation des incidences Natura 2000

[Mon projet au MINARM est-il sournis 3 EIN? G
; :
CERICEE 2l A Logigramme. Mon projet est-il soumnis 3 EIN ?

% Conseil 01 se réfiérer aux cas de dispenses Mon projet est-il soumis 3 EIN ?
% Conseil "2 se référer auc listes nationales et locales

% Conseil "3 s référer au préfet (DTIE pour le cas des IC, préfecture de département pour los
‘autres) pour savoir s le projet est & traiter au cas par cas

% Conseil

% Comseil mS: demander de laide ou une formation aux procédures d'évaluation
emvironnementales.

% Conseil 16 dans tous les cas, la démarche d'évaluation des incidences doit dtre prise en

Concrétement, en complément des consignes précédentes, veici quelaues exemples de projets sourmis & —ong. ,mu "
N
7S Les projets svivants sont sournis &

3 | évaluation des incidences Natura 2000
P Emm s e e b s b e e o

traiternent DED
ihas o non dank o péemktre Natr 2000, daknt faws Fobfat d'ome évivaton, das
Natura 2000, L'évaluation des muaomm et 2000 det 3 e par 1o peisonnore s Féode
Jimpact et au dossier d‘autorisat

. mummmumwn slors quielies sont localisées en site Natura 2000,

. e & déclaration (wxpitation ds caidres, statoms dv it da produds mindra,
Gichattaes s aminagée) siosées s on ite Natora

ions, 05, travaux et activités (xom gl et souri b suicendon o4 o (TN
dédar vele it quris couurent ou qus eur locasation géographicue soent s o non procichrs N
dans o périmire o it Nstura 2000, dofvan égaiamant e Foupt 4t dusaton rchionces

Par wmlqwn: sont concemés par exemple. :

rsoaton s it 200
o ke it ke B o i Sk e o ey
prélévernent d's %

s
d’épandages ; curage des cours d’eau et plan d'eau, comblerent des
TRy Sirigaton s Focaipeton pa un tars die dépendance &)

et ar celuici ant de ddivrer AT, o6
domie wamamatire peur e cate @ éosoaion

= Vol Fich Procdch it o v e i 3000

tout aFintérieur v
S proxmite rmmédiate <-un its 8 ceus G gands smvargure

Autre cas

Leministére réquisition préfectorale
(gons du évanemants festifs 6tc) sur un terrain Natura 2000 a réalisation par le derandeur d'une

voyage,
évaluation des inadences Natura 2000.

Example of a sheet included in the “Military Land & Biodiversity”
guide




Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

The Conservancies of natural areas have carried out experi-
ments to better reconcile environmental issues with military
and civilian uses (hunting, fishing, agriculture...) on several LIFE
project sites.

Since 2019, more than 50 experiments have been carried out,
covering a range of activities such as firebreak management,
ponds and ditches, bird hazard prevention, invasive alien
species management, etc.

nalir, RETOUR D'EXPERIENCE
army st

Conversion des surfaces de pares-feux en prairie sur le site
militaire de Montmorillon :

Optimiser la sécurité incendie tout en améliorant I'intérét &cologique des espaces naturels fO r mana gl n g natura I
a tion du risque

375 ha de végétation

un
hui, ces pare-feux sont des

Lands & Biodiversity” guide.

Example of a best
practice feedback
sheet

This feedback will also be appended to the “Military

Example of achievement:

On Cazaux Air Base 120 :

Bring local experiments to the national level in terms of improving
the potential for hosting forest bats, ditch management and taking
account of aquatic environments.

areas on military land.

Maintehance of the riparian vegetation

Cazaux Air Base ©CEN Nouvelle-
Aquitaine



Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

Improved management of environmental offences

To limit the threats to biodiversity, it is also necessary to curb
environmental offences, including on military fields. An initial

assessment of environmental offences has been carried out to
determine their scale, during the LIFE project.

To facilitate the intervention of the French Biodiversity Agency
(OFB) agents, who have environmental policing skills, new part-
nerships have been set up at local level, to reinforce surveillance
of Natura 2000 sites. In a complementary move, agents from
the French Ministry of the Armed Forces have been made aware
of environmental regulations.

3 YA e TS N

Up left: Savart of the camp of Mourmelon

§ OCEN CA/A.BERTONI

% Down left : Observer at the camp of Mailly
| @CENTIAC

@ Right: Military training at camp of Suippes©

A. Karaghezian - ECPAD

Example of achievement:

On Champagne military camps :

Drawing on local feedback from partnerships and collaborations
with the OFB (Champagne, Garrigues and Canjuers camps), the
Ministry of the Armed Forces has developed a national
procedure for managing environmental infractions.

A local partnership agreement was signed between the Ministry of Defence (COM ZT Nord-Est) and the OFB on 26/04/2022 for a pe-
riod of 5 years. After coordination with the camp, a schedule of patrols was drawn up with the departmental team and the OFB's mo-
bile intervention brigade, with the first patrol scheduled for late 2022.




Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

Tools and processes to reconcile biodiversity and military activities

Sustaining actions on sites no longer required by the Armed forces

Since 2008, the Ministry of the Armes Forces has sold
nearly 55,000 hectares of its real estate holdings. The
ecological value of these sites is not always taken into
account at the time of sale. The Ministry of the
Armed forces has experimented with a number of
measures to improve biodiversity protection during
sales.

A necessary ecological characterization of sites

One of the challenges for the Ministry is to determine
the biodiversity challenges of these unused sites as
early as possible.

Biodiversity issues were identified on unused sites in
the Grand Est region. The diagnosis carried out for
five of these sites by the Conservatoires d'espaces
naturels Lorraine and Alsace identified various possi-
bilities for their future, such as integration into pro-
tected area networks or the use of land tenure tools.

Example of achievement:

Innovative land tools mobilized
Several land tools have been tested on sites that are not intended to be sold.

Their application requires the support of the relevant
departments of the Ministry of the Armed Forces and
the Direction Régionale des Finances Publiques (DRFIP)
representing the State as owner:

O A management agreement dedicated to the state-
domain for La Torpille camp (44) has been signed
between the military authorities and the Conser-
vancy of Pays de la Loire. A standard agreement
has been drawn up based on this experiment.

0 A real environmental obligation/French conserva-
tion easement (ORE), a French estate legislation
tool to preserve biodiversity on a site, will be
tested on a military site in Brax (31), with the Agen
conurbation for the implementation of compen-
satory measures.

Wooded bog on the Auvours camp @0O. Van-
These tools could be duplicated on other military sites. nucci/CEN PDL

ment agreement for the State domain.

Camp de la Torpille and Pointe de I'Eve (Pays de la Loire):
Two inventories were carried out by the Pays-de-la-Loire Conservancies to identify the ecological challenges at stake on these sites as-
sessed as surplus to armies’requirements. The high ecological stakes identified at Camp de la Torpille led to the signing of a manage-




Objective 1- Reaching an exemplary management of the Natura 2000 sites on military fields

An efficient network of stakeholders

Structuring the partnership network in France

The project has enabled the Ministry of the Armed Forces to assert its . Patricia Mirallés, Secretary of State for Veterans
role in the preservation of biodiversity among French and European I e
L . . Territories, Real Estate and Environment, and
institutional stakeholders. Cooperation with these L Gilles Bloch, President of the National Museum
stakeholders is now an integral part of the Ministry's N “= Y of Natural History, at the signing of the frame-
biodiversity preservation strategy. The partnership work agreement between the National Museum
. . . of Natural History and the Ministry of Defence
with the National Museum of Natural History , one of for the knowledge and assessment of biodiver-
the pillars of this strategy, was renewed in 2024 with sity.
the signature of a framework agreement that will run
for the duration of the strategy, i.e. until 2030.

Lieutenant-Colonel David, second-in-

Th hio b he A dF d the C . P command of the 2nd RIMA, and Alain
e partnership between the Armed Forces and the Conservancies o Laplace, President of CEN Pays de la

natural areas has expanded significantly, and now covers more than Loire, sign the renewal of the agree-
108,000 ha. A new agreement model has been designed to adapt to mentthe of the military camp of Au-
each territorial situation and to deploy increasingly ambitious ac- vours.

>

velle-Aquitaine by renewing the agreement for a 10-year period.
On camps of Auvours, Fontevraud, and on maneuvering fields of Hauts de Terrefort and of Breil :
Strengthen the partnership between the Ministry of Defence and the Conservatoire Pays de la Loire on a regional scale at 4 military sites.




Objective 2 — Promoting the major role of the armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and in the preservation of

biodiversity

Communication and awareness-raising at the Ministry of the Armed Forces

The LIFE NaturArmy project has promoted the measures taken to protect biodiversity implemented on French military sites, both in \
France and in Europe. 0

Communication and awareness-raising have also facilited the sharing of best practices between biodiversity stakeholders and the Mi-
nistry of the Armed Forces staff.

Ministry of the Armed Forces personnel, both civilian and military, have become more aware of their role in environmental matters, and the
Ministry of the Armed Forces’s efforts on behalf of biodiversity are now widely promoted among biodiversity institutions.

Example of achievement:

On maneuvers fields of Hauts de Terrefort :

Implementation of a participatory construction site as part of World Wetlands Day in 2023 to promote the partnership and biodiversity of
military sites to the public.

Thesis presentation in Balard site (Paris—2024) @N.Guilleux Geneviéve Darrieussecq, Minister Delegate to the Minister of the Armed Nature workcamp for World Wetlands Day on the Hauts de Terrefort
Forces, accompanied by Justine Vidal from the Conservancy of natural manoeuvring fields in 2023 @CEN PDL
areas of Nouvelle Aquitaine, launching the Fréquence grenouille operation
in 2021. @ENSOA



Objective 2 — Promoting the major role of the armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and in the preservation of

biodiversity

Communication tools and supports

To promote the actions conducted during the project, several communication tools and media have been produced: ﬂ»

A joint website for the LIFE NaturArmy and LIFE la Valbonne projects: www.lifeterrainsmilitaires.fr
Regular news updates on LIFE partners' websites and social network accounts (Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.), and
news updates on the Ministry of the Armed Forces’s internal websites.

O

o

© A communication kit (reports, videos, flyers, infographics) to facilitate the appropriation of biodiversity issues within the Mi-
nistry of the Armed Forces and the actions implemented.

©

A template for a tool dedicated to local biodiversity awareness for users of military sites (called “The user’s essentials”)

LES ESSENTIELS DE L'USAGER|
Entrainement et protection du site

INUMEROS DE TELEPHONE
IMPORTANTS

n France, de grandes étendues de nature sont occupés par le ministére des Armées. Avec Uaide de partenaires =
écologiques, notamment celle des Ct ires d' turels, le mini blodiversit

CONSIGNES GENERALES

exceptionnelle.

Life . life
naatur “V;m;onk E?..'TFE
= = D

BASE ALRENNE DE CAZAUX
CAMP DE CHAMBARAN LT CAMP DI

UN MINISTERE
ENGAGE
POURLA
BIODIVERSITE

REAUISATION - NICOLAS MONTERRAT/ |4
|| CONSEILLER SCIENTIFIGUE - JEAN-PHILIPPE SIBLET | {F
A

LAS MONTERS

Assi
COORDINATION = FANNY DECOBERT
HABILLAGE Gi

ES VERDIER
VID HOVER

ENREGISTREMENT, HABILLAGE SONORE, MIXAGE - ANTOINE DAHAN-/ YAP
VOIX OFF - FANNY CALHAU

CHARGEE DE PRODUCTION - PRISCILIA PAVON

DIRECTRICE DE PRODUCTION - DIANE RIETHOF

PRODUCTRICE EXECUTIVE - AGNES GARAUDEL

PRODUCTEUR DELEGUE - STEPHANE MILLIERE

CAMPS DE CHAMPAGNE ET CAMP DAVON

AVEC LA PARTICIPATION DE
LOLA DESCHAMPS:

Differents communication tools and supports used during
the LIFE project (website interface, poster, videos, and the
= = tool « the user’s essentials »)




Objective 2 — Promoting the major role of the armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and in the preservation of

biodiversity

The LIFE NaturArmy highlights

O The announcement and presentation of the ministerial strategy for the

preservation of biodiversity at the World Conservation Congress in 2021 BRLSEN : :
brought awareness of the “Armies and Biodiversity” theme to over 500 The mid-LIFE NaturArmy seminar in Sévres (2022)
visitors . e AR T S R

O 3 LIFE NaturArmy seminars, attended by over 400 participants (Paris,
Sevres, Bordeaux):

O

6 national steering committees combining the Armies and the Conser-
vancies

O 1 study trip to the Elsenborn camp (Belgium) organized as part of the
partnership between the French Ministry of the Armed Forces and the
Belgian Ministry of Defence

€) 4 international scientific symposia to present the thesis produced as
part of the LIFE project

LIFE NaturArmy project teams were present at 70

events

1 24

Organized by the LIFE team Invitationsito Present the Field visit during the LIFE NaturArmy final seminar in Bordeaux (2024)
LIFE project o WTNETIET WP,

25 30

=
N ~
2 TR
LT S
LA

Local meetings Training and awareness ses-
sions

@MINARM



Objective 2 — Promoting the major role of the armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and in the preservation of

biodiversity

Within the Ministry of the Armed Forces, various training programs exist, as each Ar-
my, Directorate and Service has specific needs for its personnel in this matter. The
LIFE project has made it possible to develop biodiversity training and awareness-
raising initiatives.

Biodiversity training for environmental officers in the French Ministry of the Armed
Forces has been gradually rolled out, with the creation of dedicated materials.

Several awareness-raising and training experiments have also been carried out by the
network of Conservancies of natural areas. In this way, 548 students from military
schools were made aware of the challenges of biodiversity and Natura 2000.

Finally, the Ministry of the Armed Forces has adapted the E-learning module on biodi-
versity shared by the French Biodiversity Agency to the military context. This module
is designed for Ministry of the Armed Forces employees, and is now available on the
Ministry's intranet, making it accessible to as many people as possible.

QU’EST-CE QUE LA BIODIVERSITE ?

MAII

57 Consultez les séquences dans I'ordre indiqué.

Les différentes échelles

Qu'est-ce que la des écosystemes : Avez-vous retenu
biodiversité ? du biome a la niche I'essentiel ?

écologique

B ® s

A l'issue de la séquence, vous serez capable de fournir une définition scientifiquement
exacte de la biodiversité. Vous constaterez par vous-méme que la biodiversité est
composée de nombreux éléments.

E-learning module on biodiversity, available on the general lear-  Training experiment on the Orange Air base 115 in 2024
ning platform of the French Ministry of the Armed Forces by the CEN Provence Alpes Cote d’Azur @P.Merkel

Staff training and awareness-raising

Camps de

Champagne i
Bos) 5 Camp de Bitche

@ 2023 @
EMZD

Ecole Navale

2024 @ de Rennes
Sac @ Camp de Mailly
Académie @ Camp des Hauts So0s
militaire de ggzgerrefort
Al @ BA de Romorantin
Coétquidan 5225

2024 Camp de Fontevraud
2023

Camp d'Avon
2021-2023 @ @camp de
Montmorillon
2022
BA Rochefort
2024

@ BA Mérignac
2021

BA Orange
BA Cazaux
2020-2023 @ 2064)
BA Mont-de-Marsan
2023 O}

@ sensibilisations BA Salon-de-Provence

@ Formations 2023

@ Sensibilisations écoles militaires

Map of the awareness-raising and training experiments carried out
during the LIFE NaturArmy project

Example of achievement:

On Air base 115 - Orange :

88 Air Force and Space Force students learnt
about biodiversity from the CEN Provence Alpes
Cote d’Azur (South East of France).




Objective 2 — Promoting the major role of the armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and in the preservation of

biodiversity

Europe-wide cooperation

A review of partnerships between the European armed forces and biodiversity — _=* 3
stakeholders at European level revealed the existence of different organizations
and policies in the field of biodiversity within the European MoDs/NATO. A Eu-
ropean intervention strategy has been drawn up, with two components, one for
the French Ministry of the Armed Forces and the other for the FCEN, in order to
develop cooperation on these subjects on a European scale.

The Ministry of the Armed Forces benefited from a partnership with the Belgian
Ministry of Defense, which shared its experience in managing LIFE projects.

Status of LIFE projects with MoD involvement
LIFE project under evaluation

\‘Kks(‘xfm?ﬁriu R

A

An informal biodiversity club has been set up, bringing together MoDs and NA-
TO members in Europe. The aim of this technical group is to facilitate the sha-

ring of LIFE NaturArmy results to other European armies, and to exchange best
practices in the ecological management of military fields.

Example of achievement:

The MoDs Biodiversity Club :

LIFE project in progress
——~ MoD's involvement in life projects

A 0 500 1000 km 2020
I OSM FRANCE

Map of the MoDs involvement in LIFE projects—part of a wider study
carried out by the LIFE NaturArmy project in 2020

An initial meeting in May 2024 brought together 17 representatives from 11 European
MoDs/NATOs to discuss the shape of the future Biodiversity Club. At the LIFE NaturAr-
my closing seminar, the representatives of the MoDs taking part in the event formalized
the creation of the MoD Biodiversity Club. Until the club is struc-
s tured, the French and Belgian MoDs are designated co-pilots,
continuing the collaboration between these two ministries.

Visit of the Belgian Elsenborn camp in 2022 @MINARM




A major breakthrough in the LIFE NaturArmy project

The Ministry of Defence has developed a policy dedicated to biodiversity through a
Ministerial Strategy for the Preservation of Biodiversity to 2030 (SMB), based on 2 pil-
lars: the partnership with the National Museum of Natural History and the LIFE

NaturArmy project.

Drawn up by the Department of Territories, Real Estate and the Environment (DTIE),
this strategy clarifies the ambitions of the Ministry of the Armed Forces, and enables
exemplary biodiversity management to be extended to all military sites. It specifies the

Ministry of the Armed Forces’ drivers and players for each of the actions in its roadmap

to 2030.

The Strategy was published in 2021, and presented at
the IUCN World Congress.

The Ministry of Defence, a major player in national
biodiversity, has also been involved in the National
Biodiversity Strategy 2030 since its inception. It is pi-
loting training initiatives that meet and complement
the objectives defined in the LIFE NaturArmy project
and set out in the Ministry's Biodiversity Preservation
Strategy.

b

Ex
MINISTERE
DES ARMEES

Stratégie ministérielle
de préservation

de la biodiversité

A I'horizon 2030

Front cover of the Ministerial Biodiversity Strategy

The ministerial biodiversity preservation strategy

BY 2030,
THE STRATEGY OF THE MINISTRY
OF THE ARMED FORCES AIMS TO
ACHIEVE 4 OBJECTIVES:

Improving knowledge
of the natural heritage
of military land

Implementing

effective and appropriate ecological
management of sites

Implement the
the necessary resources

Strengthen cooperation with
biodiversity stakeholders




A major breakthrough in the LIFE NaturArmy project

Sustainable funding for ecological planning

To achieve the ambitious objectives of the Strategy, the Ministry has earmarked at least 1
million euros a year to finance ecological management plans on its military sites. SAUMUR, ROU-MARSON,
Research programs and local initiatives by environmental officers on sites are also fun- DISTRE m)

ded.

Since 2023, the DTIE has launched an annual call for projects for the multi-year financing
of ecological management plans on military sites. This call is aimed at ministry staff

working in collaboration with a nature manager. The first call for projects selected eleven

winners.
N 7
The fundine of th oct ; | obiectives: SYNTHESE DU PLAN DE %J g.onservatoirei I
e t;n mgl.o. ese prOJe; s nl:ee s seve;a oil%ec |ves.h N e GESTION EcoLosiaue DES TS Pae;sil(;elsanfolij:ees
€ Formalizing p'art'ners ips between the military authorities and ecological partners HAUTS DE TERREFORT
through the signing of agreements
Improving knowledge of the natural heritage present on the sites concerned 2023-2028

Providing ministry staff with support from an ecological partner, to help them re-
concile military activities with biodiversity challenges

Setting up awareness-raising initiatives on military sites
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Front cover of the synthesis of the ecological ma-
nagement plan of the Hauts de Terrefort military
site—2023-2028




The project perspectives

What next ?

The procedures and tools developed as part of the LIFE NaturArmy are intended to be extended to all Natura 2000 sites that include a military
site and, beyond that, to be adapted to all Ministry land involved in ecological partnerships. The Ministry of the Armed Forces is thus com-
mitted to continuing its efforts in favor of biodiversity beyond this project, through :

Continued

cooperation with

biodiversity
stakeholders, in
particular :

With the FCEN: the signing of
an agreement to ensure the
continuity of the LIFE NaturAr-
my actions. This partnership
will also pave the way for initial
discussions on a new LIFE pro-
ject, in collaboration with the
Conservancies of Natural Areas
network.

With the MNHN : with a new
agreement focusing on actions
linked to biodiversity knowledge,
and also integrating biodiversity
assessment actions. Efforts to col-
lect biodiversity data will be main-
tained and combined with those
carried out on the cartographic
model during the LIFE NaturArmy
project.

Continued collabora-
tion with the OFB to
adapt online training
resources and make
them available to all
agents

Continuing to stan-

dardize processes

and resources so
that they can be sha-
red widely within the
Ministry of Defence

Establishing long-
term partnerships
with Conservan-
cies of Natural
Areas

Signing of the MINARM-FCEN agreement
protocol at the closing seminar in Bordeaux
in 2024 @photographer SGACOM 0

The ministerial strategy for
preserving biodiversity up to
2030 will enable the Ministry
to continue and strengthen

Coordination of the
Biodiversity Club net-
work at European
level: exchange of
best practices and
field visits

biodiversity preservation
beyond the end of the LIFE
NaturArmy project.




The key figures of the Life NaturArmy

Achieving exemplary management of Natura 2000 sites located on military land & Promoting the major role played by the
Armed forces in the Natura 2000 network and the preservation of biodiversity

Improving governance Improving cooperation with biodiversity stakeholders

1 ministerial strategy to preserve biodiversity by 2030 13 new military sites contracted with the Conservancies of natural areas du-
ring the LIFE program

52 military sites in active partnership with the Conservancies, i.e. over
108,000 ha

Improving knowledge 3 seminars attended by more than 400 internal and external biodiversity
stakeholders at all levels

1 biodiversity club created for Ministries of Defense in Europe

Improving awareness among ministry staff
548 students and 105 environmental officers trained in biodiversity conser-
Improving the management of Natura 2000 sites vation issues

1 e-learning module on the essentials of biodiversity, adapted and accessible
to ministry staff

1 thesis conducted on the specific features of Natura 2000 sites on mi-
litary land by UBO
+ more than 10,000 hectares surveyed to identify ecological challenges

11 management plan projects selected in 2023 under the dedicated call
for projects for 1,108,000 euros

7 improved ecological management plans or notices and 2 DOCOBs

1 cartographic model integrating biodiversity issues

1 updated “Military Land & Biodiversity” guide for Ministry of the
Armed Forces employees More than 900 communication actions

1 model national management agreement for State-owned land, 1 website dedicated to LIFE projects supported by the Ministry
enabling actions to be sustained on unused rights-of-way 15 videos with an audience of over 2.5 million people

Enhancing the role of the Ministry of the Armed Forces
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https://www.lifeterrainsmilitaires.fr/en/

